
 
 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

Dates to Remember  

• April 7: Primary Sports Day 

• April 11-12: EY Reception Parent/Teacher Conference 

• April 12-13: Primary Parent/Teacher Conference 

• April 12-14: Book Fair 

• April 21: NBIS United Nations Day 

• April 24-28: Book Week 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

On this special day, the NBIS campus has been transformed into a museum, exhibiting the 
wonder of Chinese culture. Over 500 international teachers and students from almost 50 
countries and regions around the world come together to celebrate the country which hosts 
our school – China!  

Classrooms have been transformed into cultural workshops, where teachers dress up as 
craftspeople demonstrating China’s unique and rich heritage. NBIS’ international students 
also dress in traditional Chinese costumes while they explore their host country’s culture 
through workshops: “Shadow Puppet Plays”, “Bamboo Fighting Men”, “Chinese Herbal 
Medicine and “Paper Flowers” are just a few of the wonderful activities on campus today. 

 

Shadow Puppet Plays Bamboo Fighting Man 

Chinese Herbal Medicine Oiled Paper Umbrella (EY) Oiled Paper Umbrella (PRI) 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper Flowers Wooden Movable-Type Printing 

Plant Printing (UP) Plant Printing (LP) 

Dragon and Lion Dances Rock Sugar Gourd 

Tie-Dye Pitch-Pot Game 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spaces around our beautiful campus have been repurposed into murals and displays in an ode 
to the intangible cultural heritage of China. Decorated traditional kites adorn the hallways in 
the primary school building and murals have sprung up all around the school. The staffroom 
hosts an exhibition of art, cuisine and calligraphy for staff and students alike to come and 
enjoy in their free time. 

Designing Steamed Buns Tai Chi 

Bamboo Dance Dragon and Phoenix Rice Balls 

Oiled Paper Umbrella (SEC) Dragon and Phoenix Rice Balls 



 
 
 

 
 

The fortnightly PTA café brought in traditional Chinese snacks for staff to try during their 
breaks, and the school chefs prepared a special lunch featuring many special dishes to further 
celebrate the day! 

 

 

 

 

So, what do the students have to say?  

Year 3’s Aarav, from India, told us, “I loved printing leaves with Ms Louisa – I’ve never done 
that before and didn’t know I could use leaves to make such beautiful pictures. I want to do it 
again at home!”. 

Kohma from Japan enthusiastically reported, “My favourite thing today was learning Tai Chi 
with Ms Shen. It felt very quiet and calm which made me feel happy on the inside”. 

“I loved EVERYTHING today!” says Alicia, Year 3, from Indonesia, excitedly. When asked why, 
she chimed, “Because everything was so fun and I learned so much about Chinese culture! It’s 
so wonderful!” 

Odelia, a Year 6 student from Hong Kong, China, says "Today I joined four activities: “Oiled 
Paper Umbrella”, “Bamboo Dance”, “Dragon and Phoenix Rice Balls” and “Bamboo Fighting 
Man”. I learned that China was the first country in the world to invent the umbrella and has 
been making umbrellas for over 3,500 years. The Bamboo Dance is not easy to perform, 
jumping around with graceful movements is harder than I expected! The Dragon and Phoenix 
Rice Ball is a speciality from Ningbo, and I learned that they not only taste good, but also have 
a symbolic meaning of reunion and good luck. The “Bamboo Fighting Man” is even more 
special, as they are made of bamboo joints and can flip and move around like a Chinese Kung 
Fu master, which is really cool!” 

NBIS is extremely lucky to be situated in a country with such wealth and diversity of culture 
and rich heritage for our students to immerse themselves in. NBIS’ Chinese Culture Day is a 
small reflection of the hard work our Chinese teaching staff – teaching Chinese language and 
culture to our students on a daily basis to help them understand and integrate into the 
wonderful country in which they reside.  

Thanks again for the great contribution from our Chinese Teaching Team! 

 

 
  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 
  



 
 
 

 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

falling action 
 

Even with today’s digital world, writing is an important and fundamental point of learning.  It is more than just 
encoding characters and typing words. Writing is putting down in words your thoughts, ideas, and feelings.  It is 
still a powerful tool for communicating with others.  The golden era of supreme writing and the significance of 
literary works are with us still! 

The highest power of writing is how it affects to the person. You don’t have to be a best-selling author; the mere 
fact of writing can do wonders to anyone. You don’t realize how much power you have when you write.  

So how do we create this sense of wonderment and appreciation for writing in our young learners? 

In year 6B, we began a recent study of narrative story writing.  Our first few lessons were centered on 
reconnecting with what we already knew and understood about story maps.  We used a modernized adaptation 
of the Three Little Pigs – the Three Little Pigs in Space!  This allowed us to review important terms and discuss 
how we could apply these to our stories: 

 

By Carl Kirkpatrick 
Homeroom teacher Year 6B 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Next, we broke down the process of writing into different stages.  There are many different ways to organize 
this.  For our purposes this week, we broke it down into the following stages: 

• Brainstorming 

• Planning 

• Writing an Introduction 

• Writing Events (conflict) 

• Writing a Closing 

• Editing and Proofreading 

• Publishing 

 

 

Dragons A talking book  
Likving Pictures A vomiting eyeball  
A Nine-tailed fox A flying shoe that sings 
A hulk policeman 
 

In the brainstorming stage, students identified many and 
various characters and settings they might use. For this task, 
students used a circle graphic organizer.  Our teacher’s 
model looked something like this: 

 

But year 6B students took it even 
further!  They showed incredible 
imagination and creativity coming up 
with wondrous ideas for interesting 
characters and amazing settings.  Some 
of their ideas for exciting characters 
included: 

 

Some of their ideas for 
dreamlike settings included: 

 

A foggy bog with poisonous gases 

A chocolate planet A unicorn’s palace 

A magic cloud   

Inside Albert Einstein’s brain….. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
  
  

So where to next? Sadly, for the purposes of this article, we won’t be able to share our extraordinary stories. 
They are still being imagined, written, and created by our young authors and illustrators. They are busy and 
focused planning, writing, developing and editing their stories. We wait with high anticipation to read these 
amazing stories – as I am sure they will be.   

So, to leave you this week, I invite you to imagine the imaginative and amazing stories year 6B students will 
create over the next few lessons. To frame your thinking, I offer this special quote from the famous author Dr. 
Zeus.   

“You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can steer 
yourself any direction you choose. - Oh, The Places You Will Go!” 

 

Carl Kirkpatrick, 

6B Homeroom Teacher 



 
 
 

 
 

Protect & Save Water for Earth 

March 22 is World Water Day and March 22-28 is Water Week in China. Volunteers from 
Ningbo Water Environment Group visited NBIS to give an interesting lesson on water 
knowledge to the students. They invited our students to join them in protecting water 
resources and learning about Ningbo's beautiful water culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“What gets dirty the more you wash it?”  “Water!” 

During the lesson, the volunteers introduced the current situation of water resources and 
shared how water goes through various processes from natural to domestic water. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

The most impressive experiment was the purification of sewage water. As the zinc sulfate 
and sodium hydroxide react with each other, a miracle happens. “Wow! Magic! Sewage 
turns into clean water!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Through this lesson, students learned about the concept of reclaimed water and gained a 
deeper understanding of water conservation. “Let's save water for earth”, “Water is 
precious, we should prevent water pollution”, students say. 

 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

ManageBac for Parents 
nbis.managebac.cn 

 

What is ManageBac? 

ManageBac is built for students, parents, teachers, and coordinators to share information and 
collaborate! ManageBac is a convenient way to keep track of everything to do with school 
work, from checking class attendance (coming soon) and completion of coursework, to getting 
detailed information about assessments, grades, and curriculum coverage. Parent dashboard 
is enabled for mobile access. 

Sign-In (on a Computer) 

A welcome email from ManageBac with a link to set up your password was sent to parents on 
Friday, 3rd March 2023. This link expires after seven days and you cannot join now. If you 
would like to join please reach out to the Head of Secondary or Mr. John Helmy. 

If you have already done this but have forgotten your password, select the Forgot Password 
button and enter your email to reset your password. 

 



 
 
 

 
 

What can you do with ManageBac? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Sign-In (via Mobile) 

The ManageBac app is available for both iOS and Android users 
Via the App Store or Google Play. Upon first opening the MB 
mobile app, select China region (top right corner), enter your 
email and password to login. If you would like the app to 
remember your login credentials, select the Remember me 
toggle. If you have forgotten your password, select the Forgot 
Password button and enter your email to reset your password. 
You must have logged in at least once from your computer 
before you can log in via the Mobile App. 

 
Switching Between Children 

Use the left Menu to navigate to any section of the System. Here you can also switch between 
children if you have multiple children in ManageBac. A dropdown menu will appear with your 
listed children (top left corner).  

If you don't see a child you know you should be linked to, check the Academics tab for a Key 
Contact to email on the left panel. If you have any questions about your programme or 
ManageBac, they're a great place to Start!  

If you don’t see an appropriate contact, get in touch with the Head of Secondary or John 
Helmy.  

 
Updating Personal Information, Interface Language and Themes 

Click on your name at the top of the page to access your Profile. Here, you can update your 
email, password, address, picture and the language ManageBac appears in under UI Language.  

Note: NBIS has locked student profiles, which means they won’t be able to make personal/ 
information changes on their own. Get in touch with a Key Contact or advisor to request 
changes in this case. 

To change the colour of your ManageBac interface, click on Themes. You can choose from five 
different colours to change the look of your ManageBac account. 

 
Getting Started with ManageBac as a Parent Guide can be located here: 

https://help.managebac.com/hc/en-us/articles/360045820491-Getting-Started-with-
ManageBac-as-a-Parent  

 

  

https://help.managebac.com/hc/en-us/articles/360045820491-Getting-Started-with-ManageBac-as-a-Parent
https://help.managebac.com/hc/en-us/articles/360045820491-Getting-Started-with-ManageBac-as-a-Parent


 
 
 

 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sample Dishes 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

March 6th – March 7th 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


