
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 September 28: Early Years Curriculum Night 

 October 1 - 10: National Day Holidays (No School) 

 October 15: NBIS Grand Opening Ceremony （Limited Attendance） 

 October 22: United Nations Day 

 October 30: NBIS University Fair 

  

  



Nursery B 

 



Year 2A 

Year 2A kicked off their first science unit of the year Environments and Habitats. Students 
discussed the difference between Environments and Habitats and made a model habitat for 
the sea turtle through art to start the unit in class.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Year 5A 

Class 5A are kicking off the science semester with a unit looking at plants. Throughout this 
unit we will be learning all about the lifecycle of a flowering plant, including germination, 
pollination, seed dispersal and environmental adaptation. This week we started by looking at, 
and learning the names of, the different parts of a flower, including the stamen, anther, 
filaments, carpel, stigma, style, ovary, ovule and sepal. As the children carried out their first 
flower dissection, they quickly learnt that whilst not all flowers look the same, they do indeed 
comprise the same individual parts. Some students looked at lilies, whilst others investigated 
roses. All students removed and stuck a sample of each flower part to paper, and labelled 
them correctly. As a result, 5A are now looking forward to the next installment of the lifecycle 
of a flowering plant!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 5A: Chinese Riddle 

Characters are not always challenging to learn about. They can be learnt in a fun way. It’s also 
another way to experience Chinese culture of Mid-Autumn festival. In upper primary Chinese 
class of MFL level 1, we have been working on different riddles on various characters. If you 
would like to challenge yourself on Chinese character and culture in a new way, please come 
and visit our Mid-Autumn Riddle Wall in Y5A’s classroom.   

 

 

 

 



 

Primary Curriculum Evening  

On Wednesday 22nd September evening, the Primary Section welcomed parents to our first 
Curriculum Evening on the new campus. It was a great opportunity for parents to meet with 
the teachers and find out more about what to expect in the coming year.  Parents were able 
to meet with both their child’s class teachers and their Chinese teacher.  In both meetings, 
parents were able to gain a greater insight into both the Chinese Curriculum and the 
Cambridge Primary Curriculum as well as the values that underpin teaching and learning in 
the Primary Section.  Teachers were able to share their strategies, expectations, timetables 
and curriculum maps in order to help parents to support their children in their learning. It was 
fantastic to see so many NBIS parents attending the event, further strengthening the 
relationship between home and school. 

 

 



EARTHQUAAAAAAAKKKE!!! 

Year 9 geographers tested out their structural engineering and architecture skills on 
Wednesday afternoon. Their task was to build the tallest building possible from the 
materials provided, and design it in such a way that it could withstand a simulated 
earthquake (…Mr David shaking the table…!). 

Much fun was had, with some students opting for a lattice-work approach to the structure. 
Others began with a pyramid-shaped foundation but quickly realised that it did not lend itself 
to adding additional ‘storeys’ to the structure. 

In the end, the tallest structure reached 4 ‘storeys’ and withstood a reasonable ‘quake’! 
Unfortunately, one building didn’t even make it to the test, collapsing only minutes before it 
was due to happen. 



 

 



Biologix 
Former NBIS student Charity Teh (Class of 2018) is currently studying biology at King’s College 
London (KCL) where she is in her final year and will graduate with a BSc (Honours) in 
Biomedical Science in 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She then intends to pursue a Master’s degree in Immunology. She has joined the King’s 
College team that is taking part in the 2021 iGEM (international Genetically Engineered 
Machine) competition – a highly prestigious global competition, started by MIT (USA), in 
genetic engineering involving over 350 student teams. Her team is working on a proposal to 
treat spinal cord injuries using a bioscaffold combined with a mussel foot protein bioadhesive 
to help promote axon regeneration. The team decided to run their own competition, Biologix 
– a Biotechnology & Synthetic Biology Competition, which was targeted at local and 
international secondary school students from 16 to 18 years of age. This age range was chosen 
because these students are in the process of weighing up potential courses for tertiary 
education and the iGEM team were motivated to impart essential and transferable skills to 
all interested students regardless of whether they have demonstrated strong prior interest in 
STEM or are dabbling in the STEM sphere for the first time. 

The team received 23 sign-ups from 13 different schools, and 4 different countries including 
China, Malaysia and the Philippines, which solidified the presence of the competition 
internationally.  

 

 

 

 

Charity Teh – NBIS Graduate 



 

 

Chloe Chng (Year 12 and AS Biology student) from 
NBIS took part and had the following to say: 

‘During the summer holiday, I have taken part in a 
biology competition called ‘Biologix’. This 
competition was about synthetic biology and was 
very fascinating. Every day for one week (excluding 
the weekends), there would be a lecture from 
different universities about different aspects of 
synthetic biology – the lectures were given by teams 
from KCL, The University of Manchester and The 
University of St. Andrews in the UK. This competition 
helped to boost my knowledge of synthetic biology. 
What I found extremely interesting was that there is 
one university that is trying to create a marine-
friendly sunscreen using shinorine, which is made 
from a gene cluster called shinogen in a genetically 
modified bacterium. As the students from the 

university explained, shinogen produces shinorine which naturally absorbs UV radiation. 
Using this technology, it is hoped that events such as coral bleaching will be reduced. I also 
learnt that synthetic biology is now able to help the environment through gene editing. After 
the lectures we were tasked with designing our own poster which highlighted how synthetic 
biology could be used to help solve environmental problems. I found this experience fun and 
exciting.’ 

You can find out more about the competition and view the online lectures using the following 
link: 

https://biologixrenervate.wixsite.com/website 

If you would like to get involved with Biologix or iGEM in the future be sure to follow the KCL 
team’s social media accounts! 

 

https://biologixrenervate.wixsite.com/website


 

SECONDARY SECTION CURRICULUM EVENING 

On Thursday September 24th, we were delighted to welcome parents to our beautiful new 
auditorium for the 2021 Secondary Section Curriculum Evening. 

After an introduction to Heads of Department and new teachers, parents were informed of 
exciting developments in our programme: 

The addition of: 

 Music in Y7-9 
 IELTS Training in Y12+13 
 SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test)  
 STEM – a unique partnership between NBIS, UNNC and DEC (Design, Engineer, 

Construct UK) 
 MUN – Model United Nations … to be hosted for the first time at NBIS.  

 

 

 

 



 

Ms Emily Zhang presented the Chinese Language and Culture Programme, and her teaching 
team introduced themselves on video. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents learned the basic outline of curriculum in English, Maths and Science through a series 
of short presentations by Heads of Department and Teachers.  Later they were able to fill in 
more detail by visiting classrooms, chatting with teachers and looking at materials and 
resources. 

Parents enjoyed some social time together, were entertained by our two new music teachers, 
Mr Isidro Santos Galindo and Ms Kaia Lyv, and learned more about the importance of the Arts 
in our programme.   

Music ECAs are coming, with opportunity for secondary students to have individual lessons 
from first-class teachers and performers on campus. 



 

NBIS SAC Meeting Minute, Sept 16th 2021  
 

Date: Sept 16th 2021, 17:30hrs 

Location: Staff lounge, building 2  

  

Attendees 
Meeting Called By: SAC Team 
Secretary: Ella Pan 
Attendees: Philip Billing, Julia Hoferichter, Rashel ten Holder, Jenny Jin, Marisol Negro, Neta 
Ronen, Anjali Bijani, Marta Senkyrova. 
 
General 

1. Approval of last meeting’s minutes - Approved by Neta, Anjali, Rashel 
2. Review of the school year’s first week 

- First week has been used to establish routines and settle down in the new 
campus 
Kids are happy and the school atmosphere has been more enthusiastic than 
ever 

- The first week has been tricky due to the 2 days missed because of the 
typhoon. 
Two major leak issues (top floor Boarding house and Bldg 2 5th Flr above the 
laboratory) from the typhoon has been dealt with having the construction 
company office within the premises. 

- IT Laboratory for Secondary - not ready yet and is projected to be of use by 2nd 
semester. Students are currently using the Primary laboratory while Primary is 
doing theirs in the classrooms. Complimentary to this, an 8-computer room 
was set up in Bldg 3 for exam students. 

- Allergy Issue - the issue has been significantly reported only in 5A and the 
school made a compromise to parents until after the National Holidays when 
everything will be back to regular routine. 

- Teacher’s feedback - they love the new campus, new environment and 
classrooms. The only downside is the technology. Using the new Chinese 
Smartboard has been challenging and it needs time to get acquainted with the 
system. 

- Teacher’s Motivation  
Teachers are looking forward to be able to travel during the Christmas break. 
The idea of putting the Christmas and CNY break together has been raised by 
SAC and will be further reviewed.  

Boosting teachers’ morale is critical in keeping our teachers’ well being and 
health. SAC suggested more activities for teachers; the idea of supporting them 
by bringing their immediate family in Ningbo should they not able to go home 
during the holidays has also been raised. It is foreseen that there will be an 
exodus of teachers going back if they’re not able to see their families soon. 
Counselling for teachers is an on-going project and the school is working on it. 
 



 
 

3. Management System Update 
- Firefly System was not successful. It failed to satisfy the requirements of the 

school in significant areas like planning and parents’ portal availability. So far, 
NBIS has already checked 5 different systems and were not successful. 

- The school will be having a DEMO from Manage BAC next week (Sept 22-24). 
This system is widely used in IB schools in China like Huamao. IT team will be 
spearheading the trial and simulation of the system together with volunteer 
teachers. 

- SAC raised the concern that the school must prioritise this project as it has 
been promised years back and was the main reason for the tuition fee hike. 
The system is expected to be able to link and enhance parents’ 
communication, teachers’ planning and school communication in general. 

 
4. NBIS Website Update 

- Target launch (First day of school - 6th September) has not been achieved due to 
workload issues and having a team member on medical leave. Web Content and 
editing is still in progress. 

- SAC raised the possibility of aiding the website team should there be a need. 
Another idea is to involve students in the content and editing - making it a class 
project.  

 
5. Enrollment Update 

- Current student count at the start of the school year - 388 and 12 students are 
coming in after the National Holidays. Total enrolled students 400 compared to 
420 last semester. 

- Most students we lost went back home and a few moved school and we gained  
- Boarding School - 5 Female and 2 Male students are settled in together with 2 

supervising teachers. 
6. Staffing update 

- Librarian: 2 interviews will be conducted shortly. 
- Head of secondary: 1 candidate from Shanghai will be interviewed in the 

following week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

7. Uniform update 
- SAC shared parent’s dissatisfaction about uniform size, fitting and quality. School 

will send the feedback to the supplier. 
- School allows to use the old logo hats. The hats are available for sale at 

admission reception for 15RMB. 
- SAC brought up the idea to remake the customized hoodies for secondary 

students. It’s a very popular custom for the secondary students. School will 
contact the current supplier to follow up. The backup plan is to have PTA 
arranging the ordering in the future.  
 
 

8. Exclusive home lunch area 
- School explained to avoid food sharing and the protection of food security, the 

students bringing lunch from home will sit in a designated area of the dining hall.  
- The seating layout will be arranged considering student’s sensitivity of being 

apart from their class peers.  

 

 

New 

1. AGM  

- There are 4 seats available for nomination this school year.  

- The scheduled date for SAC AGM is Oct 14th at 7pm.  

- The deadline for the candidate application is Oct 7th.  

- SAC chair will prepare a report presentation for the meeting.  

- School will send out the invitation in the newsletter.  

- Phil will collect all the applications and forward to SAC. 

2. Communications 

- School will organize the Cambridge education path workshop for parents. 

Schedule is TBD. 

- For any inquiries, parent should contact school by reception phone number or 

school email address. The current staff in contact is Vicky from admission dpt.   

 

The meeting concluded at 10:45pm.  

Next meeting: Oct 14th, 2021 
 

 

 

 

 



 

NBIS FOOD 

 


